
Message from Our Superintendent of Schools 

I t is hard to believe that the school year is almost over.  This year has been a rewarding experience 

for our students as we continue to improve and enhance our instructional programs to meet the needs 

of all of our students.  We are equally excited about the future and the opportunities that await our 

school district.  The 2017-2018 school year promises to be exciting as the district continues to invest in 

technology driven instruction and 21st century learning. 

O nce again, this past year, our high school TSA/STEM Team won or placed highly in the State 

competition, therefore, earning a ticket to compete at Nationals in Orlando, Florida. Our 

STEAM initiatives have been expanding in all of our district schools, as well as our technology initiatives, 

and plans are in the works to add STEAM labs to support these initiatives. Additionally, our middle 

school and high school are fully 1:1, with every student using a laptop to enhance and support their   

learning. Our district schools continue to be recognized for its distinct programs, and recently, the high 

school was featured in a NJ Up-close award winning program, and EJF-Aldene Elementary School 

was  recognized by Character.org for its promising character Education program. Our PARCC scores are 

on the rise and our instruction continues to improve with the adoption of research based curricula. We are 

all very proud of these accomplishments and will continue to strive to be the best school district in the state. 

W e could not accomplish so much, if not for the support of the Board of Education, the diligent 

work of our students and the dedication of our staff.  I would like to congratulate and thank 

the entire staff of the Roselle Park School District for their commitment to the education of its    

students and thank the parents and the community for their continued support of our schools.   

W ishing everyone a happy and healthy summer. 

                                                                      Mr. Pedro  A. Garrido 
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FLBA  MEMBERS 

HELP FEED THE HOMELESS 

O n April 26th, members of the FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America) and their 

friends joined together to make peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for the homeless. Donations were 

taken to St. Joseph's Community Center in    
Elizabeth by Mrs. Ellen Bachert. The photos at 
left and at right show the students making the 

PB&J sandwiches. 

PLAYING GAMES 

WITH FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

O n May 5, World Language students the high 

school participated in “Game Day”. Students 
were able to choose to play Scrabble, Monopoly, and 
other word or geography board games appropriate to 

the language they are studying. Game Day helps to 
challenge the students as they are able  to apply and 

enrich their foreign language skills in an informal 
setting.  See the two photos at left. 

FLAGS AND POSTERS 

 FOR UNITED WORLD 

A ll RPHS World Language students participated in 

Craft Day that was held recently in the media 

center. Students had an opportunity to create a symbol 

to represent a One United World. The World Language 

Department organized and provided materials for   

students to create a flag, a poster or a slogan that 

would unite all cultures of the world. The World      

Language Department promotes cultural appreciation 

and respect for a global community. Students’ projects 

were displayed throughout the high school during 

World Language Week, from March 6 through 10.    

Students are pictured in the four photos at right. 

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH  

A pril was Autism Awareness Month and  Sunday April 2 

was the 9th Annual World Autism Awareness Day and 

Light Up Blue Day.  Each year, autism organizations around 

the world celebrate the day with unique fundraising and 

awareness-raising events.  

O ur school district is proud to announce that we were 

able to raise over $1200.00 in donations for Autism 

Speaks.  Thanks to all who participated!  

Above: This RPMS team photo was taken at the 
Autism Awareness Challenge held in Weehawken. 

The team was able to raise $300.  The final score 
was Panthers 7 and Secaucus 2. 
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Above: A DNA model made by 
students in Mrs. Eileen 

Carroll’s science class. 

Above: Mr. Anthony Delaney’s first Spring Concert at 
RP Middle School!  

Above: Mekhi Simmons 
on his field trip, 

bowling with Mrs. 
Jennifer Ferry’s class! 

Above:  RPMS students enjoyed their “White Party!” Fall Dance.  In the photos above (left) 
are Victoria Henry, Christopher Nelson, and Priyanka Dhingra; (center) Harnoor 

Randhawa,  David Levine, Ryan Marino, and Xin Huang; and (right) Student 
Council Advisors Mrs. Michelle Howell and Ms. Emily Brewster.  

Above: Mr. Masucci works with 
the Percussion Ensemble.  

Above: This flower 
model shows how 

some organisms 
can reproduce  

both sexually and 
asexually. 

Above: Luke McDonough and Ryan Marino had a great 
time during their field trip to Sandy Hook. They found 

their discussion about ocean creatures and seashell 
“science stuff” so interesting that their dialog with 

tour guide Bill continued through their lunch break! 

Above: Mr. Luciano Riggi’s 

fifth period class was 
showcased on Channel One, a 
news program for students. 

You can access their video, 
“The Next Big Thing” on the 

middle school home web 
page.  

Above: RPMS students learn 
about weather from John 

Marshall of Channel 2 News.  
Sixth grader Leena 

Moncayo, uses the “green 
screen.” 

Above: NJHS students 
completed a Jared Box 

collection. Items were 
collected and boxed for 

children at Children’s 
Specialized Hospital. 

Above: Mrs. Eileen Carroll’s 
science class proving why 

seat belts are necessary!  
Pictured from l to r are 

Maya Bhamre & Yamari 
Davis. 
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STEM ACTIVITIES 

 AT MENTAL MARATHON 

E ight grade students in Mrs. Joanne Carbotti’s T & G 
class  attended a convocation at William F. Halloran, 

School #22 in Elizabeth with T&G students from other 
districts. They used their thinking skills and teamwork to          

participate in STEM activities. Teams were awarded points 
throughout the day. Medals were given to the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place team members. Nickolas Ocampos’ team won 1st 

place, Sara Crevani’s team placed second. Both Samuel 
Mendozza and Allan Salazar’s team placed third. Hard 

work, team effort and overall scores were the criteria  
considered in earning a medal. Congratulations!  Students 
are pictured at right participating in a helium balloon 
STEM activity and at far right they are seen receiving 

their medals. 

Above: Jason Weaver as the DJ 

host for Biz-Town Radio. 
Above: Allison Colon as 

Mayor of Biz-Town. 

 CREATIVE KIDS DAY 2017 

s tudents from the classes of our three T&G teachers           

Mrs. Arlene Terpenning, Mrs. Loretta Smith-Hardy and          
Mrs. Joanne’s Carbotti come together each year to share in a 

morning of STEM related activities and for an opportunity to get 
to know all the students that comprise the T & G program.    

Creative Kids Day is the culminating activity for all students.  

M rs. Carbotti’s eighth grade students, prepared lessons to 

make and test a launcher, and shared their brainteasers 
with their groups. The lesson plans were as unique as each    

leader’s talents. Students used  various supplies to test their 
launchers and measured distance traveled. Each student went 

home with his or her own launcher for further testing along with 
a small gift for the day. Students learned how to work              

collaboratively with their classmates, and made some new friends 
along the way.  Please see the two photos, above and the two  
photos at left. 

BUSY DAY AT BIZ TOWN 

M rs. Joanne Carbotti’s sixth grade T & G class     

attended Biz Town, a simulated town activity,   

supported by Junior Achievement. The activity allows 
students to role-play as bankers, city Hall employees, 

Walmart employees, Met Life employees, credit union 
employees and more. Students came prepared due to the 

prior classroom lessons they had on finances, check  
writing, deposits, use of debit cards, bank loans, interest, 
and credit cards. They were given job applications,    

interviews and a detailed description on how to start up 
their businesses. 

T he day began with the swearing in of the Mayor of Biz 

Town, RPMS sixth grader, Allison Colon. Allison’s 

opening speech outlined the day. Students enjoyed   
setting up and running their own businesses. They 

shopped at the various businesses using their Biz Town 

paychecks. Some of the items purchased were hats, 
chips, and stress balls. Other fun activities included  

helping to publish articles at the town newspaper,    
working as bank tellers, or role playing as citizens     

cashing and deposited their checks. Jason Weaver     
enjoyed his role as the Biz Town radio disc jockey playing 

music and making announcements. Students also acted 
as government employees acquiring signatures to pass a 

bill, and then voted.  The Biz Town activity gave students 
the opportunity to engage with other gifted and talented 

students from neighboring towns while also allowing 
them to gain insight for future job possibilities.            
See the two photos, at top, right. 

Above: Students engaged in STEM activities on Creative Kids 

Day . 

Above: Students participating in one of the Creative Kids 

Day activities. 
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Above: Mrs. Rebecca Antonelli’s first 

graders are working hard in the 
writing center. 

Above: Ms. Melissa Malone’s first 

graders are getting ready to release 
their lady bugs. 

Above, from l to r:  Hugo Villota and 

Jeremy Henry participated in the fourth 
grade Hero Night at EJF-Aldene. 

Above: EJF-Aldene staff ran a 5K on April 28 in Long 

Branch to benefit our autism program at EJF-Aldene. 

HIGH TOUCH - HANDS ON SCIENCE PROGRAM 

F ifth graders at EJF-Aldene School participated in High Touch - Hands on Science Program. This educational program 

helps to ignite a student’s curiosity about science. The High Touch scientists turned the classroom into a laboratory. 
The science experiments help to enhance the science curriculum and are aligned to national and state standards.       
Below are photos of some of the students participating in the science experiments. 

EJF-ALDENE AWARDED 

 CHARACTER BADGE 

E JF staff and students were proud to be award-
ed a 2017 National Promising Practice Award 

by Character.org. Our fifth 
g raders/sen io r  c i t i zens 
luncheon is considered a  
model of an excellent character     
education practice.   

Above: Fifth graders from Ms. Gina 
Faria’s class Lyza Santos, Isha Patel 

and Henner Santiago Gonzalez focus  
on their science experiment. 

Above: Jessica Farnkopf,  

enjoys participating in 
the hand-on science 

experiments. 

Above: Fifth graders from Mr. Chris 

Dimakos & Ms. Nicole Quaglia’s class: 
Jose Avendano, Connor Gaffney, Juan 

Santana, Madison Chaillet-Galetta and 
Maria Inacio. 

The lobby at EJF-Aldene is now 

adorned with children’s artwork!  
Standing in the photo, above, are 

Jason Burns and Madelyn Kalkandis.  

Above: EJF-Aldene teachers proudly pose 
with “Most Improved students” who were 

recognized at a Somerset Patriots Game. 

Anayah Rivera stands proudly 

in front of her artwork in the 
photo above. 
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ALL ABOARD OUR 
READ ACROSS AMERICA TRAIN! 

R obert Gordon students were eager to participate in 

Read Across America Week. They formed a “reading 

train” throughout the halls of their elementary school.                 
See the two photos above. 

LIFE-CYCLE OF A CHICK 

M rs. Dawn Marie Warren's kindergarten class spent 21 

days waiting for their chicks to arrive and now 
they're here! The students learned all about the incubation 

process and the lifecycle. They will miss the chicks when 
they go to the farm!  See two photos above. 

RECOGNIZED ARTIST DOUG AULD VISITS ROBERT GORDON 

A s part of the Picture Person Program at Robert Gordon, students study different artists and their artwork throughout 
the year.  Some of the parents also participate in the program by coming in at various times to showcase artists and 

their artwork. Fifth grade students were pleasantly surprised to have Artist Doug Auld visit them recently to speak about 
his optical illusion paintings. The students were fascinated as they listened to Doug explain why and how each portrait 
came to be. Students from Mrs. Josephine Marino and Mrs. Cheryl Trapani’s class can be seen standing with Doug in 
the two photos above (left and center).  In the photo above and at right is Mr. Auld with Mrs. Carol Rickert’s class. 

STEM CHALLENGE FOR SECOND GRADERS  

A manda Batista’s second grade students enjoyed the STEM Program 

and it was a success!  After giving a brief overview of the program, 

the students were given the challenge to work together with their lab 

partners to brainstorm and design the tallest free-standing structure.  

They were only allowed to use three pieces of  paper and ten inches of 

tape. The surrounding photos show the students completing their 

challenge.  
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Above: Second graders are hoping 

for some delicious veggies to share. 

Above: Mayor Hokanson reads 

the Arbor Day Proclamation. 

Above: Councilman helps 
pass out new seedlings to 
students for planting. 

Above: Principal Donna Glomb, 
and students Brandon and 
Jessica help plant the new tree. 

Above: Student Council Members 
Charles Levine and Noah Falcon 

share some important facts 
about the history of Arbor Day. 

Above: Students in Mrs. Denise 
Matarante and Mrs. Kathleen 
Free-Kroboth’s class care for 
their classroom herb garden. 

Above: Third graders Seven 
Smith, Naira Campos-Sekou, and 

Gianna Geloz enjoy watching 
Sherman School’s garden grow. 

Above: A close-up look at some of 
the herbs that the students 
planted. 

Above: Students showing us their 
their Grow Bags and garden net. 

A DOGWOOD FOR SHERMAN 

I n recognition of Arbor Day this year, Sherman 

School hosted a tree planting ceremony on 

April 28. In attendance were Mayor Charles 

Hokanson, Council Members Charlene Storey, 

Eugene Meola, Jr., and Thos Shipley. Students 

Brandon Califano (Kindergarten) and Jessica Yip 

(5th grade) represented the seed and the tree as 

it is nurtured and grows over the years on    

Sherman’s property, just like our students.   

During the ceremony, students shared          

information about Arbor Day, sang a song, and 

watched as the dirt was dug and placed around 

the tree. Thank you to the Borough of Roselle 

Park for adding a beautiful dogwood tree to  

Sherman’s front Landscape!  Highlights of the     

ceremony are pictured at right. 

A BIG THUMBS UP FOR SHERMAN’S GREEN THUMBS! 

S herman School teacher, Mrs. Kathleen Frees-Kroboth, created a 

project at DonorsChoose.org and received a donation of herb and 
vegetable gardening supplies.  Each class at Sherman was able to plant 

seeds in special Grow Bags to create our own Sherman vegetable garden.  
Third graders also planted herb gardens in their classrooms as part of 
their science unit.  See the five photos below. OCEANOGRAPHER VISITS 

T he first graders at Sherman School 

enjoyed a presentation with     

oceanographer and parent, Mr. Sage 

Lichtenwalner. Mr. Lichtenwalner works 

at Rutgers University. He brought in an 

ocean robot glider to show the students 

how oceanographers research information 

under the sea!  See the photo above. 



Above, Olivia Qiu’s artwork 
was chosen for the Youth 

Art Month official poster. 

Above, from l to r: Christopher 
Cueto, Luke Brockenhaur, 

RPHS Art Teacher Terry Scrutro, 
and Daniel Mazewski. 

Above, from l to r: Camilla Martinez , 
Emily Tribiano, Leena Moncayo, and 

RPMS  Art Teacher Tina Jones. 

Above, from l to r: Jocelyn 
Swyberius, Elementary Art 

Teacher Carrie Russoniello, 
Sophia Ortiz, and Isabel Larach. 

Above, pictured in the photo at left is Julia Penn 
standing next to her art.  Jack Strube is pictured 

in the photo at right, holding his certificate. 

Above: Daniel Mazewski 
holding his award. His 

artwork was selected as 
one of the “Best in Show”. Above:  Edha is pictured 

at left with her artwork 

at the State House. 

Above, from l to r: Gabriella 
Muscaritolo, Joanna Netta 

and Brianna Feliciano. 

“BEST IN SHOW” SELECTED 

T hree Roselle Park students were recently recognized 
for their outstanding artwork at the New Jersey State 

Youth Art Month (YAM) reception on March 31 at the State 

House in Trenton.  Rubi Santiago, 5th grader and Edha 

Gupta a 2nd grader, both from EJF-Aldene School, and 
Daniel Mazewski, a 12th grader at the high 

school represented Union County at the exhibit and     
received awards for their artwork.  

E dha and Daniel's artwork were two of six selected from 
the county as “Best in Show”. Their work was on    

exhibit at the State House in March. Art teachers Terry 

Scutro and Carrie Russoniello are very proud of their   
students! 
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CELEBRATING TWENTY-ONE  RP ART STUDENTS  

M arch was Youth Art Month and Roselle Park had a lot to celebrate!  Twenty-one students from our district 

were selected to exhibit their artwork in the Union County Youth Art Month exhibit, which was held at the 

Elizabethtown Gas Company Lobby at the Liberty Hall Center in Union. The students were: Aldene: Edha Gupta, 

Isabella Guzman-Tapia, Julia Penn and Rubi Santiago. RPHS: Luke Bockenhauer, Kevin Costa, Christopher     

Cueto, Brianna Feliciano, Daniel Mazewski, Gabriella Muscaritolo; RPMS: Camila Martinez, Leena 

Moncayo Emily Tribiano Robert Gordon: Evelin Santamaria, Jack Strube; Sherman: Ying Chow, Noah Falcon,   

Isabel Larach, Adriana Maranhao-Neto, Sofia Ortiz, and Jocelyn Swyberius. Their art teachers, Gina Cesaro, Tina 

Jones, Joanna Netta, Carrie Russoniello and Terry Scutro are extremely proud of their students! Photos taken at 

the Liberty Hall Center are shown above. 
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CHOW AND SANTIAGO’S  

ART AT SPRING EXHIBIT 

T wo Roselle Park students had their artwork exhibited at the Spring Art 
Exhibit sponsored by the Art Educators of New Jersey. The student 

artists were honored on April 30th at the New Jersey Performing Arts   
Center in Newark, NJ.  (Their artworks were ones of only 30 chosen from all 

over the state of New Jersey!) The artwork will be on display in the Victoria 
Theatre through the summer. The honored students are Ying Chow, 
(Sherman)  and Anthony Santiago, (EJF-Aldene).  Congratulations!  Sophia 
is pictured at right, pointing to her artwork.  Anthony is shown in the 
photo at far right, holding his certificate.   

“MY COUNTY” TOP POSTER WINNERS 

W e are very excited to announce that two students from RP were among 
those chosen as top winners in the “My County” poster contest        

sponsored by the Union County Constitutional Officers.  

M ore than 200 fourth grade students from schools throughout Union 

County entered the contest, and the top winners are Sofia Ortiz (1st 
Place)  and Ying Chow (3rd Place) both from Sherman School.  

U nion County Sheriff Joseph Bryan, Union Country Clerk Joanne Rajoppi 

and Union Country Surrogate James La Corte congratulated the top  

winners. 

I n May, the two girls were also recognized by the Roselle Park mayor and 
the town council receiving Certificates of Achievement. Their posters will 

be on display at the Roselle Park Borough Hall for public viewing.             
Congratulations Sofia and Ying - we are so proud of you! 

Above: Pictured l to r: Olivia Qiu and 
Rubi Santiago pose by their artwork 

at the State House. 

A STREET ARTIST VISITS  

G uest street artist Optimo NYC, created a graffiti painting with our 

students from the RPHS Advanced Art class and the Art Club. He 

was able to visit thanks to community members Al Walcoff and Rafael 

Simancas and Superintendent Pedro Garrido. See students with Optimo 

in the photo at right. 

RG STUDENTS TAKE AN ARTISTIC JOURNEY  

M s. Gina Cesaro’s students at Robert Gordon have been hard at work on   

diverse projects that expanded their artistic knowledge and helped to   

beautify the school’s hallways. Her kindergarten students learned about         

symmetry and texture to create “Cherry Blossoms”. The first graders were     

introduced to famous artist Paul Cezanne who inspired their still life paintings of 

“Apples”. Second graders incorporated all the key elements (horizon line,      

foreground, middle ground and background) as well as overlapping into their 

mixed media “Zebra”. Students in third grade composed “Mirror Images” of  

themselves, while learning and implementing the correct spatial relationships to 

create a cohesive self-portrait. Fourth graders were busy learning how to draw a 

“Realistic Eye”,  incorporating lots of detail and shading while the Fifth graders 

took a vacation down a “One Point Perspective” highway, exhibiting their 

knowledge of how to appropriately angle the content so it effectively recedes.  

I n addition, fifth grade Enriched Art students (Alem Dukaj, Avery Verdejo, 

Belen Munoz, Ferdinand Barnes, Gia Battaglia, Lina Muscaritolo, Oralia Serna, 

Samantha Ryan, Samantha Stamboly, Tamir Woodson and Victoria Vasquez) took 

a trip to Grounds for Sculpture. The students were very excited and interested in 

learning all about different artists, sculptures, materials and meanings behind the 

works. We are pleased to announce that two students, Evelyn Santamaria-Tepox, 

fifth grade, and Jack Strube a fourth grader displayed their work in the 2017 

Union County YAM Art Exhibit in March.  As prominent Spanish surrealist artist, 

Salvador Dali, once said, “a true artist is not one who is inspired, but one who 

inspires others” and it truly has been an inspirational and artistic journey for the 

brilliant, talented and creative students at Robert Gordon School.  The collage at 

left includes some of the artwork and a photo of some of the students. 
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Above: RPMS sixth grade 

students attended an 
assembly on “Brain Injuries 
and How to Prevent Them”. 

STUDENTS WRITE NON FICTION 

O n Monday, May 22, student work was 

featured at the district’s final    

meeting for ELL (English Language   

Learner) students and their families. ECC/

ESL Director, Mrs. Paula Sicignano holds 

the microphone for a Sherman first grade 

student, Sami Hilal-Idrissi, as he reads the 

non-fiction book he wrote about       

monkeys to those in attendance at the 

ELL Showcase. See the photo at right. 

Above: Miss Sabrina’s and Miss 

Megan’s classes enjoying Track 
and Field Day! 

Above: Miss Sabrina’s 

class catch butterflies 
and have an “Elefun” 
time! 

SEVENTH GRADERS CREATE 

 AUTISM AWARENESS VIDEO 

M r. Luciano Riggi and Mr. Robert Duncan collaborated on an 

informational video with Mr. Riggi’s seventh grade class.  The 

video provides insight as to what autism is.  The video was done in 

April as part of the middle school’s contribution to                      

Autism Awareness Month. The video can be seen by accessing   

the link posted on the middle school website at                 

http://rpsdmiddle.sharpschool.net 

RPMS SHOWCASED  

ON CHANNEL ONE 

R oselle Park High School was  
featured on NJTV's Classroom 

Close-up NJ on Sunday June 11th. 
The show filmed a segment entitled, 
“Zero Period”. 

C lassroom Close-up NJ, a fifteen-

time Emmy award-winning show, 
is a co-production of the New Jersey 
Education Association and NJTV.  
Classroom Close-up NJ airs on NJTV 

every Sunday at 7:30am, 12:30pm 
and 7:30pm   Now taping its twenty-
third season, Classroom Close-up NJ, 

features innovative programs going 
on in public school classrooms. Each 
half-hour program shows how caring 
school professionals inspire and  

motivate students.  Each week, the 
excitement of learning comes alive 
as teachers, education support    
professionals, children and parents 

work together for success. We are 
very proud of our teachers and    
students!  

http://www.rpsd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3126554/File/News/ClassRoom%20Close-Up%20RPHS%202017.pdf
http://www.rpsd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3126554/File/News/ClassRoom%20Close-Up%20RPHS%202017.pdf
http://www.rpsd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3126554/File/News/ClassRoom%20Close-Up%20RPHS%202017.pdf
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The Roselle Park School District 

does not discriminate against 

handicapped persons with regard 

to admission, access to or treatment 

of employment in its programs, 

act ivities ,  and vocational     

opportunities.   

For more information, contact   

District Public 504 Compliance        

Coordinator, Mrs. Susan Carlstrom 

at (908) 241-4550. 

:   

The Roselle Park School District 

guarantees each student equal 

educational opportunities       

regardless of race, color, creed, 

religion, sex, ancestry, national 

origin, or racial or economic 

status.    

For more information contact     

District Affirmative Action Officer, 

Mrs.  Paula  Sicignano  at            

(908) 298-6835. 

A Publication of the 

 ROSELLE PARK BOARD OF EDUCATION 

510 Chestnut Street 

Roselle Park, NJ  07204 

www.rpsd.org 

 

Superintendent of Schools 


